


Lead on Water
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Deliver Critical
Infrastructure

IS NEEDED
NOW

Protect Affordability

Modernize Water
Management

The Vision For
Our Water
Future is a

framework to

advance unified
priorities



 Set a Bold Water Agenda (First 100
Days)

* Appoint Leaders to Deliver Results

* Unify State Agencies



 Secure Sustainable Water Funding

* Accelerate Funding

* Integrate Investments Across
Sectors




3. Deliver Critical Infrastructure

* Strengthen the State’s Water
Backbone

o Modernize and protect
L infrastructure
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o Improve coordinated operations

 Safeguard Colorado River Water
Supplies

* Empower Regional Water Solutions



* |Improve Permitting Performance

o Integrate permit requirements
o Enhance reqgulatory certainty

o Streamline pathways

* Modernize Water Operations

* Strengthen Water Data & Science
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Setting the Vision

The Azsociation af Califamis Water Agencios
[ACWA) represents approsimately 470 public water
agences that collectively delber appradmatety S0
parcant of the waler used by Califarnions — in their
hedries, on their farms, and for their businesses.

Woter ogencies ore being proactive and are on the
frant lines of the s1ote's mos! pressing challenges
— frarm droughts, fieods, and wildlines to aging
infrastructure ond the need for more housing.
Meoningful progress requires stote portnership with
loeal waler suppliers 1o achiewe comman goala.
Bokd leadership from the govemad is critical to
setling a unified direction, accelermbing action, ard

dedvering results to prepare Cofifemnia for the future.

Action Is needed now.

Lead

on Water Affordability

WA acwa.com/vision

- - - .
| ,ISION o e
-5 — : -

'FOR OUR WATER FUTURE

Why Water Matters

ter ks the f

Modernize Water
Manogement

Deliver Critical
Infrastructure

APRIL 2026

Vision for Our Water Future

o LEAD ON WATER
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o PROTECT AFFORDABIL
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o DELIVER CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
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»  Strengthen the Sbote's Woter Bockbone: Uipgr
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Califarnia Thrives With Water
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Building & Modern System

Secwing Colifornio’s woter futune requines. mone than
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A modern woter System miust
b resilient, coordinated, and
flexible to meet California’s
evohing needs.




CALIFORNIA THRIVES
WITH WATER

Water is the foundation upon which California is
built. As the world’s fourth-largest economy, the
nation’s breadbasket, a global technology leader,
and home to extraordinary ecosystems, the
prosperity of the Golden State depends on safe,

it, and affordable water supply — now and
into the future

WATER IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE

Catastrophic wildfires, pralomnged drodasghts, more infense stomms. land
subsidence, and aging infrastructure are reshaping California’s risk
ndscape. Mesting these challenges demands that we acknowledge the
SETUSNeSE of the threat. act with urgency and Infention. and work iogether
o advance our shared pnorties

IT STARTS WITH A VISION

The Association of Calfomia Water Agencies’ (ACWA) Vision for Our
Water Future seels to elevate water as a top priority for California®s need
governor, legidative leadership, and state officials. R provides a clear,
focused framework to secure a refinble, affordable, and modern water
syshem that supports Calffornia’s economy, communiSes, and environment
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BOLD LEADERSHIP
IS NEEDED NOW

Sante and local water suppliers are
on the frant knes of Califormia’s water
Management to sustain communites,
agriculiural land and econo my.

Water managers across the stale

are already pursuing local, practical
and inmncvative solutions, ba long
term, meaningful progress requires
& sirong state partnership to achisve
thess shared goak. Bold leadership
15 needed 1o Set & unified direction,
BECElSTAlE acthon and oElpnsr

resulls that prepare Calomia for an
Inr_raaﬂngly unoertamn fufure

VISION FOR

OUR WATER FUTURE

Securing California’s water future requires more than incremental fixes — it demands a fundamental
Shatt im moaw the state leads, Imsests, and operates. The Visian for Owr Water Futune provedes an essenial

frameswork for our next administration to

1. LEAD ON WATER

Recognine water a3 an essential resource and the
rifrastruciure that underpins Calfiaimia’s econamy,
nhousing growih, tood production, emaronmental health,
and Comimi NIy Fesaence. Sustained executive leadership
= meeded o iImprowe waler supply reliabelity, accelerata
dimate resillience. and ensure coondinaled action across
siate govemmant

3. DELIVER CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE
Future-prood Calfoenia™ critical waber infrasirictune bo
ensung redlable supplies inthe face of climate change,
Qrowing eConddmic and community demands, and

escalating emergency risks. This requires sirengthening

the statewede water sysiem. including both budt and natural
nfrastruchure. while advancing regicinal reslisnoe o
maximize systemeide reliability

2. PROTECT AFFORDABILITY

Ensure safie and refiable water remains affordable by
strengthening sustained state irvestment and funding
partnerships with local, regional, and federal agencies o
sddress rsing nfrastnechee, climate, snd reguiatany costs.
California’s rabepayers fund more than 85 percent of the
sy=1Em. Withaut predectable Fraestment these costs will
Increasingly fall on house holds, businesses, and |anmess.

4. MODERNIZE WATER MANAGEMENT

Impecree Calfomia's T'E‘QJLEIDJ"]' and operstional SYSIEms 50
walter procis Can mosve forward red Iatll|lq|' and effic ey,
infrastruciure can be operated more F:e::bl'.-. and agencies
Can respond more rapidhy 1o changng conditions Calfornia's
reqiulansry framework should deliver dear, coordinated
decisions grounded n the Dest avalable soence, while
masntaning emirenmenial protechons, pubsc tTranspangncy,
and California’s existing water rights pricrity system

KEY ELEMENTS OF A MODERN WATER SYSTEM

www.acwa.com/vision




A UNIFIED VISION FOR
CALIFORNIA'S WATER
VISI N I

FOR OUR WATER FUTURE

VISI N (- = = CALIFORNIA THRIVES WITH WATER
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FOR OUR WATER FUTURE

FOR OUR WATER FUTURE L S VISI \ N

Lead on Water Protect Affordability
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CALIFORNIA GROWS
WITH WATER
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IS NEEDED
NOW

Modernize Water
Management

Deliver Critical
Infrastructure
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Call For Action

v Adopt the Board Resolution

v’ Share the News Release

v’ Post on Social Media
v  Utilize the Fact Sheet

v Submit your Case Studies







