
                                                                                                                                         

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Scott Ratterman, Chair      Jeff Davidson, Director 

  
CALAVERAS COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
LEGAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETING 

  
OUR MISSION 

 Protect, enhance, and develop Calaveras County’s water resources and watersheds to 
provide safe, reliable, and cost-effective services to our communities. 

 2021-2026 Strategic Plan, Adopted April 28, 2021, can be viewed at this link 
       
Special Committee Meeting          Calaveras County Water District 
Thursday, June 4, 2026           120 Toma Court 
10:00 a.m.               San Andreas, California 95249        
               
 
 
 
 
 
            

District Board Meetings are open to in-person attendance by the public and are conducted virtually. The 
public may participate in the District’s Board meeting with the link below. Members of the public who 

participate in the meeting via teleconference or web conference will be given the opportunity to speak and 
address the Board, and their comments will be included in the recording of the meeting.  

 
While the District makes efforts to facilitate remote participation, please be aware that remote Teams 

involvement is offered solely for convenience. In the event of a technological malfunction, the Board can 
only guarantee the receipt of live comments through in-person attendance. With the exception of a noticed 

teleconference meeting, the Board retains the right to proceed with the meeting without remote access in case 
of a malfunction. 

 
Microsoft Teams 
Join the meeting now 

Meeting ID: 231 314 006 228 69 
Passcode: Ev6HT9q9 

Dial in by phone 
+1 323-647-8603,,156778642# United States 

Find a local number 
Phone conference ID: 156 778 642# 

 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, 
please contact the Administration Office at 209-754-3028. Notification in advance of the meeting will enable CCWD 
to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. Any documents that are made available to 

the Board before or at the meeting, not privileged or otherwise protected from disclosure, and related to agenda items, 
will be made available at CCWD for review by the public. 

https://www.ccwd.org/strategic-plan
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2Q5YmM2MzYtYTYxMC00ZGM1LWEzMmItNDI4ZTgyYWE0NTRj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%227475aeea-7220-4216-94f7-c6a290f205b2%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22699fa618-c2d0-4713-b29f-ef9b8d90fa15%22%7d
tel:+13236478603,,156778642
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/7d0dbc8e-6419-414a-bf91-906f3e50c909?id=156778642


   

*No information included in packet  6/4/2026 Committee Meeting.  
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1. ROLL CALL  
 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

At this time, members of the public may address the Committee on any non-agendized item.  The 
public is encouraged to work through staff to place items on the agenda for consideration. No action 
can be taken on matters not listed on the agenda. Comments are limited to three minutes per person. 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
3a Approval of Minutes for April 7, 2026, Committee Meeting 
 (Rebecca Hitchcock, Clerk to the Board)  

 
4. NEW BUSINESS 
 

4a* Federal Legislative Update 
(Mia O’Connell, O’Connell & Dempsey) 

  
4b* CSDA Legislative Days 2026 Update  

(Dane Wadle Senior Public Affairs Field Coordinator – Sierra Network)  
 

4c State Legislative and Regulatory Updates    
(Kelly Gerkensmeyer, External Affairs Manager) 

 
5.* GENERAL MANAGER COMMENTS 
 
 
6.* DIRECTOR COMMENTS OR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS   
 
 
7. NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

 Tuesday, August 4, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT   
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MINUTES 
 

 CALAVERAS COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
LEGAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
APRIL 7, 2026 

 
The following Committee Members were present: 
 Jeff Davidson   Director, District 5 
 Scott Ratterman  Director, District 1 
 
Staff Present: 
 Michael Minkler   General Manager 
 Rebecca Hitchcock  Clerk to the Board 
 Kelly Gerkensmeyer   External Affairs Manager 
 Andrew Renshaw   Water Resources Manager* 
 Kevin Williams   District Engineer* 
 
Others Present: 
 Mia O’Connell   Oconnell & Dempsey* 
 Lufti Kharuf   Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA)* 
 Kylie Wright   Association of California Water Agencies* 
  
Members of the Public: 
 None 

 
*Attended Virtually 

 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 
CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
1. ROLL CALL  
 
Director Ratterman called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
No public comment was heard. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
3a Approval of Minutes for February 3, 2025, Committee Meeting 
 (Rebecca Hitchcock, Clerk to the Board)  

 
Director Davidson moved to approve the minutes, and Director Ratterman seconded the motion.  
The motion carried. 
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4. NEW BUSINESS 
 

4a Federal Legislative Update 
(Mia O’Connell, O’Connell & Dempsey) 

  
DISCUSSION: Mia O’Connell provided an update on Federal Affairs and addressed questions 
from the Committee. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   No public comment No public comment was heard. 
 

4b AB 2180 Update 
 (Lutfi Kharuf, ACWA Legal Affairs Committee Chair)  
 

DISCUSSION: Lutfi Kharuf, from ACWA gave an update on AB 2180 (Ward) Clarifying 
Proportional Water Rates Under Proposition 218 and addressed questions from the Committee. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   No public comment was heard. 

 
4c SB 1153 Update 

(Kylie Wright, ACWA State Relations Advocate) 
 

DISCUSSION: Kylie Wright, from ACWA gave an update on SB 1153 Water Systems and Wildfire 
Preparedness and addressed questions from the Committee. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   No public comment was heard. 

 
4d State Legislative and Regulatory Updates    

(Michael Minkler, General Manager and Kelly Gerkensmeyer, External Affairs 
Manager) 
 

DISCUSSION: Michael Minkler and Kelly Gerkensmeyer gave updates on various other State 
Legislative items and addressed questions from the Committee. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:   No public comment was heard. 
 
5. GENERAL MANAGER COMMENTS 
 
Michael Minkler had nothing additional to report. 
 
6. DIRECTOR COMMENTS OR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS   
 
Director Davidson had nothing to report. 
 
Director Ratterman stated he would like the Committee to follow the bills in today’s meeting for 
updates. 
 
7. NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

 Tuesday, June 2, 2026, at 1:00 p.m. 
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8. ADJOURNMENT   
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
_______________________________ 

                                                                 Rebecca Hitchcock     
      Clerk to the Board 
 



Legal
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Golden Mussel Presence in California



AB 1772 (Papan) – Aquatic Invasive Species Framework
Status (May 27, 2026): Passed Assembly; in Senate.
Establishes legislative intent to strengthen statewide response to invasive
mussels, including golden mussels.
Highlights impacts to water infrastructure, hydropower, and recreation, and
signals future statutory action.

AB 1894 (Rubio)
Active bill monitored by ACWA (details evolving as of May 2026).
Generally aligned with strengthening the state’s prevention and response
framework.

AB 2032 (Ransom) – Water Agency
Operations & Control Plans

Status (May 27, 2026): In Senate policy
committees
Allows water agencies to conduct control
and maintenance activities without
restricted species permits if a control
plan is submitted.
Requires state guidance by April 1, 2027
for control plans and research
coordination.

Golden mussels are rapidly degrading California’s water infrastructure—clogging
pipes and conveyance systems, increasing operational costs, and threatening

water quality, reliability, and ecosystem health. State and local impacts are
escalating, with emergency declarations and long-term response costs projected

in the hundreds of millions.

State Legislative Activity
(ACWA Priority Bills)



Water Affordability (AB 2739 / SB 1125)

AB 2739 proposes a long-term, durable approach to addressing water
affordability across California at the household, system, and community
levels. The bill recognizes that rising water costs are not solely a
customer affordability issue, but are largely driven by increasing system
costs such as aging infrastructure, energy prices, and regulatory
requirements.

The measure establishes a sustainable funding framework to both provide
direct customer assistance and invest in water system improvements that
reduce cost pressures over time.

Key Provisions of AB 2739
AB 2739 creates the Water Affordability and
System Stabilization Trust and Fund,
designed to generate a reliable, ongoing
funding source without reliance on a new
water tax.

The fund would support two complementary
statewide efforts:

Low-Income Water Rate Assistance Program
(State Water Board):

   Provides direct financial assistance to     
   qualifying customers to help reduce 
   monthly water bills.

Community Water Affordability Program
(Department of Water Resources):

   Provides grants to water systems for:
Infrastructure repairs and upgrades
Water quality improvements
System reliability and efficiency
projects

These investments are intended to stabilize
system costs at the source, reducing the
need to pass increasing costs onto
ratepayers.

AB 2739 is grounded in the
principle that customer

assistance programs alone
cannot solve affordability

challenges unless
underlying system costs

are also addressed.

By pairing direct bill
assistance with targeted

infrastructure investment,
the bill takes a

comprehensive approach
to improving long-term
affordability statewide.



SB 1125
SB 1125 builds on the
framework established in AB
2739 by formally creating a
statewide Low-Income Water
Rate Assistance Program.

Key Provisions of SB 1125
Statewide Administration:

   The program is administered by the State Water Resources Control Board.

Direct Customer Assistance:
   Provides bill credits to eligible low-income residential customers.

Automatic Enrollment:
   Leverages existing public assistance programs, including:

CalFresh
Medi-Cal
Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

   This approach is intended to streamline enrollment and maximize    
   participation.

Fiscal Guardrails:
   Includes strict requirements to ensure:

A majority of funds go directly to customer assistance
Administrative costs are limited and controlled

Support for Small Systems:
   While primarily benefiting larger systems, the bill includes provisions for  
   technical assistance to smaller water systems.

AB 2739 and SB 1125 represent a comprehensive statewide
approach to water affordability—balancing immediate

financial relief for customers with strategic investments
that reduce cost pressures over time.











Leaders Bring Rural Water Priorities to Sacramento

On May 20, MCWRA members, elected officials, general managers, and regional
water leaders from across the Sierra Nevada headwaters gathered in Sacramento
for the 2026 Legislative Advocacy Day, bringing the voice of rural California
directly to policymakers.

Throughout the day, participants met with legislators, staff, and administration
representatives to highlight the unique challenges facing the communities
responsible for protecting California’s headwaters.

Discussions focused on key priorities, including water affordability, aging
infrastructure, wildfire and watershed resilience, and the need for practical
policies that reflect the realities of mountain and rural agencies.

The Sierra Nevada headwaters supply more than 60% of California’s developed
water, yet the agencies protecting these resources face fundamentally different
operational challenges than large urban systems.
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Mega fires devastate watersheds, water quality, and
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Invest in Forest and Watershed ManagementInvest in Forest and Watershed Management
Scale up funding for thinning, restoration, and wildfire prevention.Scale up funding for thinning, restoration, and wildfire prevention.

Support Science-Based Forest and Water PlansSupport Science-Based Forest and Water Plans
Prioritize proactive strategies rooted in climate science and ecology.Prioritize proactive strategies rooted in climate science and ecology.

Expand Water Storage and InfrastructureExpand Water Storage and Infrastructure
Improve capacity and flexibility to adapt to climate extremes.Improve capacity and flexibility to adapt to climate extremes.

Protect Regional Water RightsProtect Regional Water Rights
Uphold area-of-origin protections and fair water allocation.Uphold area-of-origin protections and fair water allocation.

INVEST IN CALIFORNIA’S
HEADWATERS
INVEST IN CALIFORNIA’S
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Let’s secure California’s Let’s secure California’s 

Our Policy PrioritiesOur Policy Priorities

Call to Action:Call to Action:

We urge state and federal policymakers to act now:
Fund long-term watershed and forest management.
Advance policies that protect water supply at its source.
Safeguard local water rights and area-of-origin water supplies.
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Safeguard local water rights and area-of-origin water supplies.

SOURCESOURCEwater future at the water future at the 

The Mountain Counties Water Resources Association (MCWRA) advocates for the protection and
sustainable management of California’s watersheds, which provide a majority of the state’s water supply.

The Mountain Counties Water Resources Association (MCWRA) advocates for the protection and
sustainable management of California’s watersheds, which provide a majority of the state’s water supply.
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������������������Ĥ �	���������������1��������������������������������������_�������,����������������-�����������	�����3	�����3������P������,���
� � � ��� ! �"� � #$%�&'!(� � �� � � 30XX*/+� � )213*)� � ��� #6�7ZZZ ;̀ �MM !!((��"�a"% ?�"M("!'E�L'C(!N�'"$�b�c &�d'!(? 'E�=���L!'!(�>'!(?���EE@! �"�̀�"!?�Ee(%�E% "D�f@"$�B?�D?'MA�E�'"�A��@!$��?�('! "D�'?('�A�g'!(?�?(@�(F� G"!?�$@&($A�HIHhIHJHK� L@MM'?NA�2O���������������������������3�����������X���������Q�������/���������,����
�������
��������������������������������������������������������	��

��
����������������3����������X���������Q�������/���������,�����������3�����������/���������Q�������R�������������������������������������������������
��
����������������������������Q�����������-��
�2O��������������������������3�����������X���������Q�������/���������,����-��������������,����i�������������������j����
��������������
����

��
���������	�����1�������������������O
�������	���������������������
�	�������������������������������������������������3�����������X���������Q�������/���������,���
�2O�����������������P����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������O�����Vk�������������������������������
�	�������������������
���������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������
�2O������������������P�������������������������������������

����������	��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������



��������	�
	���	
����
���	��������
��	��������	���	���������	���	
����
���	��������
�	����	
�����
�������	���	
����
���	��������
�	���������	������	�
���	�����	��������	��������	���	��������	��������	�����	���	��	�����	��
�	��
�	
��
��	�����	������	���	
����
���	��������
�	�����
�	�����	�����������	��������	���	�����	�����	��	���	���	�����	������	�
	�������	
����
���	��
�	����	�������	���������	
������	��	��	������	����	��	�����	��	���
��
����	��	���	�������������	������	���	
����	�����	������	������	�
��	����	����	�����	������������	������� �	���	�����	�����	��	������	
���	��	���
��
	��	������	
�����	
��	
����
���	��������
�	���	�����	������� �	���	
���	��	������	
�����	��	����������	��	���	����	��	���������	��	
������	����	 	 	 !"#$%$"&	 	 '()"*+%,	 	 		 	 	 -�./0	 	 1�22	 	 			 34	56 78*9,:&,;	<=			>+%,:	?@+A$%;B	:,*;*A,(	C+%,:D	 E&%:"(@*,(B	FGHGHGIGJ	 3@KK+:;B	���	L����	0�
�
����	2��	���������	��������	
��	���	���	�
	��
�
���	������	M������	�����������	���	������	����	�������	������	��	������	��	��������
��	
�����	��	�������	��	��������� �����
�����	�
	NI�III	�������	��	����	�
	��
�
���	�����	��	��	��	���	������	�
	���	�����	�������������	����
�	���	�����������	��������	�����	������	����	����	������	
��	���	��������	�
	��������	����������	����
���	O��
�
���	�����P	���	�������	����	�����	���
������	
���	�	��
�����������	�
	�����	������	�����	������	��	���	��	��	
���������	��	��������� ��	���
�����	�
	��
�
��������	���	����	��	�������	������	���	��	������������	 	 	 !"#$%$"&	 	 '()"*+%,	 	 		 	 	 -�./0	 	 L0QR1�	 	 			 34	ST 7U+V+AA,:"	<=			WX,	U+A$Y":&$+	>+%,:	!A+&B	A"&Z[%,:K	#@\\A;	%+:Z,%#D	 E&%:"(@*,(B	FHFNHGIGN	 3@KK+:;B	M������	���	��������	���	]���������	�
	L����	0�����
��	��	������	�����	N	�����	�������	
��	���	�������	���	
����������	
�������	�����
�����	
������������	������������	���	���	�
	��������	������
��	�
	���	������	���
�	��	̂����	��	O���	M���
�����	L����	_����P	M������	���	�����������	����������	��	��
����	�	���
������	�
	�������	����������	��	���	����	�������	��
�������	���	����������	���	����������	��������	��	���	�����������	�
	���	�����	�������	
�
��������	�����
������������	�����	��
�
�����	�������������	
�����
����	����	���	�����	�����
����	����	���	���������	��	�����	��	����	���	
�����	�����	�
	���	������	M������	���	��������	���	����������	�����������	��	��������	
��������	��	������	���	����������	��	��������	���	�����	����	����	�����	���������	��
���	
������	����������	���������	���	M���
�����	L����	_���	���	�����	�����	�������	����������	����������	��	������	���	����������	�
	���	��������	
��������	��	��
�����	�����	��������������	������	���	�������������	�����
�	����������	���	����	�����	�������	���	�����������	��	����	�
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	Legal Affairs Committee
	Limnoperna fortunei
	Golden mussels, first detected in California in October 2024, are rapidly spreading through the Sacramento–San Joaquin Delta and interconnected water systems, posing a significant threat to water infrastructure, operations, and supply reliability.
	Golden mussels are rapidly degrading California’s water infrastructure—clogging pipes and conveyance systems, increasing operational costs, and threatening water quality, reliability, and ecosystem health. State and local impacts are escalating, with emergency declarations and long-term response costs projected in the hundreds of millions.

	State Legislative Activity (ACWA Priority Bills)
	AB 1772 (Papan) – Aquatic Invasive Species Framework
	AB 2032 (Ransom) – Water Agency Operations & Control Plans
	AB 1894 (Rubio)

	SB 1125
	SB 1125 builds on the framework established in AB 2739 by formally creating a statewide Low-Income Water Rate Assistance Program.
	AB 2739 and SB 1125 represent a comprehensive statewide approach to water affordability—balancing immediate financial relief for customers with strategic investments that reduce cost pressures over time.
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